
4.30pm-8.30am – Contact via switchboard 

 

On Call Chest Physiotherapy Referral Criteria 

 Identified Respiratory compromised patient… 

Is this secondary to a renal, neurological or metabolic problem? 

On call physio not indicated unless evidence 

of retained secretions, decreased lung 

volume or compromised work of breathing 

Is it an acute deterioration or at risk of acute 

deterioration secondary to retention of 

secretions? 

YES 

Has the Patient had recent ABGs, cultures, 

bloods, lactate or CXR in last 24 hours? 

Is the current medical management optimal? 

E.g. adequate analgesia, bronchodilators, 

positioning, O2 delivery? 

Is the Patient stable enough to tolerate 

physiotherapy treatment? 

Contact the on call Physio via switchboard to 

discuss referral 

Consider completing 

before referral 

Consider completing 

before referral 

YES 

YES 

YES 

YES 

No 

No 

On call Physio not 

indicated 

No 

No 

Physiotherapy is not indicated in: 

• Pulmonary oedema  

• Pulmonary embolism  

• Pleural effusion  

• Severe bronchospasm  

• Patient non-compliance  

• Severe fatigue  

• Cardiovascular instability  

• Insertion of airways Just for Suction  

• Patients that can self-manage 

 Any respiratory patient 

giving cause for concern – 

please ring the on-call 

physiotherapist who will 

be happy to discuss and 

advise as appropriate 

We do not accept referrals for D/C, mobility or walking aids via this service. 

NO 


